THE  REGENERATION OF  BRITAIN

in all Western societies. The increasing role of government in
all major projects, especially in defence (including satellites
and supersonic aircraft), construction (the Channel Tunnel),
education, social welfare and overseas development, all point
in the same direction.

3.  As a moral force, the Socialist critique of capitalist
materialism is also making a greater impact both in advanced
and under-developed countries. More and more people are
rejecting the idea that you can deny the intrinsic worth of a man
by assessing his needs and his status according to his wealth.

4.  As an historical movement socialism seems as likely to
displace capitalism as capitalism did feudalism. And with the
death of Stalin one of the major obstacles to the spread of
Socialist ideas in Western societies has been removed. While
Stalin lived socialism was often equated with the type of post-
revolutionary dictatorship which had developed in Russia.
Many of those potential Socialists who believed passionately in
personal freedom were frightened away from the idea of
socialism by this cruel aberration.

Now more and more people are coming to realise what
benefits may accrue from using Socialist analysis and tech-
niques in the context of their own society. No one in the
Labour Party intends to be enslaved by a political theology
embracing a completely fixed outlook on life. Ritualism is just
as absurd in the practice of politics as it is in the practice of
religion. The important thing is to feel free to draw on the
experience of Socialist societies and not to be frightened away
just because they are Socialist, This is the Ideological issue that
is involved in the choice that has to be made this autumn.
And it is much better to be led by men who have tried to
analyse the society in which they live and have some light to
guide them towaixfe their objectives than by those who prefer
to operate in a quagmire of ad hockery.
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